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December 8, 2025 							Press Release

Capitol Police Officers Waiting Months for Wages After Shutdown

The U.S. Capitol Police Officers’ Union has called for all Capitol Police Officers to be fully paid after working without wages during the federal government shutdown, with some officers still fighting for wages owed to them dating back as far as October 1st.

While Members of Congress were fully paid throughout the longest federal shutdown in history, the United States Capitol Police Officers who protected them are still waiting to be completely compensated.

U.S. military personnel and federal law enforcement officers at other agencies were also paid during the shutdown, which ended weeks ago on November 12th.

Union Chairman Gus Papathanasiou says, “We had officers borrowing money from family  members and taking out loans to pay their rent and child care as the shutdown dragged on.”

Chairman Papathanasiou says the wage backlog was caused by a U.S. Capitol Police Department decision to furlough non essential civilian staff who manage the payment system, leaving a mountain of unprocessed attendance records to plow through on their return, in order to authorize payments.

He says, “Ironically, the civilian USCP staff who stayed home during the shutdown have now been paid as they stayed home accruing leave nor utilizing leave, while the officers who were at work are still waiting to be completely compensated by the Department.”

Chairman Papathanasiou says, “The failure to keep essential human resources staff working is absurd. No-one explained why it happened, nor has anyone been held accountable for the decision, as the constant systemic failures continue at the USCP. It was unnecessary and should never happen again.”

With further federal shutdowns looming in the new year, the Union is urging Congress and the USCP to establish a reserve fund to pay officers during a future shutdowns, and to keep essential human resources staff at work to avoid a wage backlog.

Chairman Papathanasiou says, “Capitol Police officers don’t deserve to be penalized for doing their job. Other federal law enforcement agencies take care of their officers and they’re actively recruiting our members away from the USCP, with better working conditions and lucrative bonuses. OPM has also announced 2026 special rates for certain law enforcement personnel to include a 3.8% pay increase, but USCP wasn't on that list. We also urge Congress to ensure that USCP sworn personnel are also included in this increase across the board. Officers need to be treated fairly or they will leave.”
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